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Abstract: Luangsuphabool, T., Piapukiew, J., Lumbsch, H. T. & Sangvichien, E. 2017. First record of 
Viridothelium virens (Trypetheliales, Ascomycota) in the Southeast Asian tropics. – Herzogia 30: 317–321.
Viridothelium virens was found growing on tree bark at 1500 m altitude in an oak forest in northern Thailand. 
Phenotypical and molecular data (mtSSU and nuLSU rDNA sequences) supported the identification of the sample 
as V. virens. This is a new record for Thailand and extends the distributional range from temperate regions (North 
America and Japan) to the tropics.

Zusammenfassung: Luangsuphabool, T., Piapukiew, J., Lumbsch, H. T. & Sangvichien, E. 2017. Erster Fund 
von Viridothelium virens (Trypetheliales, Ascomycota) im tropischen Südostasien. – Herzogia 30: 317–321.
Viridothelium virens wurde an Baumrinde in einem Eichenwald im nördlichen Thailand auf 1500 m Höhe gefunden. 
Phänotypische und molekulare Daten (mtSSU und nuLSU rDNA Sequenzen) bestätigten die Bestimmung der Probe 
als V. virens. Es handelt sich um einen Neunachweis für Thailand und der Fund erweitert das Verbreitungsareal der Art 
von der temperierten Zone (Nordamerika und Japan) in die Tropen.
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Introduction
Viridothelium Lücking, Nelsen & Aptroot is a recently described genus, separated from 
Trypethelium based on molecular evidence and features of the pseudostromata (Aptroot & 
Lücking 2016, Lücking et al. 2016a). The genus includes corticolous crustose lichens and 
belongs to the predominantly tropical family Trypetheliaceae. Within the family, it is charac-
terized by a well-developed, corticate thallus, ascomata being solitary or aggregate in pseudos-
tromata, with the pseudostromata usually at least partly covered by thallus, apical or eccentric 
ostioles, a clear or inspersed hamathecium, and rather thin-walled, subdistoseptate, hyaline, 
transversely septate or muriform ascospores (Aptroot & Lücking 2016, Lücking et al. 
2016a). Viridothelium is similar in general morphology to Astrothelium, from which it differs 
in ascospore type; in ascospore features it agrees with Trypethelium, but can be distinguished 
from the latter in lacking raised pseudostromata with internal pigment and by the often green-
ish color of the thallus that gave the name for the genus (Aptroot & Lücking 2016).
Currently, ten species are accepted in Viridothelium, viz. V. cinereoglaucescens (Vain.) Lücking, 
Nelsen & Aptroot, V. indutum (Stirt.) Aptroot & Lücking, V. inspersum Aptroot, V. kinabaluense 
Aptroot, V. leptoseptatum Aptroot & Cáceres, V. megaspermum (Makhija & Patw.) Aptroot & 
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