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New European occurrences of Neottiella ricciae,  
a bryophilous ascomycete

Csaba Németh*, Jan Eckstein & Elisabeth Stöckli

Abstract: Németh, C., Eckstein, J. & Stöckli, E. 2017. New European occurrences of Neottiella ricciae, a bryo-
philous ascomycete. – Herzogia 30: 353 –361.
Neottiella ricciae is a bryophilous ascomycete that has been so far observed altogether in fifteen localities worldwide. 
Twelve of them are situated on the European continent and three of them can be found on the Canary Islands, in India 
and in the U.S.A. Four collections from Hungary, Germany and Switzerland are described and illustrated in detail, and 
each represents the first records for the respective country. The host bryophytes were found to be Riccia glauca and R. 
sorocarpa. A map is provided summarising the known worldwide distribution of N. ricciae.

Zusammenfassung: Németh, C., Eckstein, J. & Stöckli, E. 2017. Neue europäische Vorkommen des bryophilen 
Ascomyceten Neottiella ricciae. – Herzogia 30: 353 –361.
Neottiella ricciae, ein bryophiler Ascomycet, war bisher weltweit von nur fünfzehn Lokalitäten bekannt. Zwölf davon 
befinden sich in Europa und drei auf den Kanarischen Inseln, in Indien und den USA. Vier neue Aufsammlungen 
aus Ungarn, Deutschland und der Schweiz werden detailliert beschrieben und illustriert. Alle diese Aufsammlungen 
stellen Neufunde für diese Länder dar. Als Wirtsmoose wurden Riccia glauca und R. sorocarpa festgestellt. Eine 
Verbreitungskarte, die die bekannte weltweite Verbreitung von N. ricciae zeigt, wird präsentiert. 
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Introduction
Neottiella ricciae is a rarely found bryophilous ascomycete with an apparently worldwide dis-
tribution. It belongs to a group of obligate bryoparasitic species which probably form a mono-
phyletic clade within the Pezizales (Perry et al. 2007, Hansen et al. 2013). This group in-
cludes the old genera Lamprospora De Not., Neottiella (Cooke) Sacc. and Octospora Hedw. as 
well as relatively recent genera such as Octosporella Döbbeler, Filicupula Y.J.Yao & Spooner, 
Octosporopsis U.Lindemann & M.Vega and Moravecia Benkert, comprising altogether about 
150 species worldwide (Kirk et al. 2008). Most species are only known from Europe, while 
data from other continents are very sparse, suggesting that the real figure of species richness 
in the group is likely much higher.
Neottiella ricciae, hereinafter discussed, seems to be restricted to few species of Riccia as 
host. It can be considered to be one of the earliest recognised bryophilous species of Pezizales, 
mentioned and illustrated by Corda already in 1838 under the name Peziza leucoloma var. 
ricciicola [as ricciaecola]. A valid description, however, was given by P. Crouan & H. Crouan 
as Peziza ricciae nearly 30 years later (Crouan & Crouan 1867). Afterwards, Gillet (1881) 
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