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A new Micarea species from western Europe, belonging 
in the Micarea denigrata group
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Abstract: van den Boom P.P.G., Brand A.M., Coppins B.J. & Sérusiaux E. 2018: A new Micarea species from 
western Europe, belonging in the Micarea denigrata group. – Herzogia 31: 385 –389.
A new species of Micarea, M. sambuci is described from western Europe. Though it was common in the Netherlands and 
also present in Belgium, Luxemburg , Germany, and Scotland, it could now be extinct. It differs from M. nitschkeana by 
the production of mesoconidia (2.7–4.1 × 1.1–1.5 µm) and complete absence of micro- and macroconidia.

Zusammenfassung: van den Boom P.P.G., Brand A.M., Coppins B.J. & Sérusiaux E. 2018: Eine neue Micarea-
Art aus Westeuropa, die in die Micarea denigrata Gruppe gehört. – Herzogia 31: 385 –389.
Eine neue Micarea-Art, M. sambuci, wird aus Westeuropa neu beschrieben. Obwohl die neue Sippe in den 
Niederlanden häufig zu finden war und auch in Belgien, Luxemburg, Deutschland und Schottland vorkam, könnte 
sie jetzt ausgestorben sein. Sie unterscheidet sich von Micarea nitschkeana durch die Bildung von Mesokonidien 
(2.7–4.1 × 1.1–1.5 µm) und das völlige Fehlen von Mikro- und Makrokonidien.
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Introduction
The genus Micarea is rather well represented in the Netherlands with 28 species (BLWG 
2018), of which Micarea confusa Coppins & van den Boom, M. herbarum Brand, Coppins, 
Sérus. & van den Boom, M. subcinerea M.Brand & van den Boom, M. viridileprosa Coppins 
& van den Boom have been newly described during the last thirty years. 
A revision of the herbarium material of Micarea specimens of the authors led to the discovery 
of a further undescribed species. Many specimens formerly named Micarea cf. nitschkeana be-
long to an undescribed species that is easily mistaken for M. nitschkeana (J.Lahm ex Rabenh.) 
Harm., a member of the Micarea denigrata (Fr.) Hedl. group (Coppins 1983). It was common 
in the Netherlands (20 specimens have been found) but was also collected in Belgium (1 speci-
men), Germany (1 specimen), Luxemburg (2 specimens) and Scotland (3 specimens). The 
collections were made at a time when levels of atmospheric sulphur dioxide were very high. 
Because there are no recent collections, there is some likelihood that this new species is now 
extinct in the study area. The species is here formerly described as Micarea sambuci van den 
Boom, M.Brand, Coppins & Sérus. 
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