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Abstract: Hafellner J. 2018: Noteworthy records of lichenicolous fungi from various countries on the Balkan 
Peninsula. – Herzogia 31: 476 – 493.
Altogether 56 species of lichenicolous fungi – most of them non-lichenized, a few lichenized – are recorded from vari-
ous countries in south-eastern Europe, of which 20 species are reported for the first time from the Balkan Peninsula. 
The new records for individual countries are: Arthonia molendoi and Lichenoconium pyxidatae for Albania; Arthonia 
varians, Biatoropsis usnearum, Lichenosticta alcicornaria, and Tremella hypogymniae for Bosnia and Herzegovina; 
Arthonia molendoi, Endococcus perpusillus, Lichenostigma chlaroterae, Miriquidica intrudens, Muellerella pyg­
maea, Plectocarpon encausticum, Polycoccum pulvinatum, and Stigmidium congestum for Bulgaria; Abrothallus 
bertianus, Abrothallus parmeliarum, Lichenoconium usneae, and Nesolechia oxyspora for Croatia; Arthonia phaeo­
physciae, Arthophacopsis parmeliarum, Cercidospora xanthoriae, Heterocephalacria physciacearum, Lichenochora 
obscuroides, Lichenostigma maureri, Lichenothelia rugosa, Nectriopsis lecanodes, Plectocarpon scrobiculatae, 
Polycoccum pulvinatum, Stigmidium squamariae, Stigmidium xanthoparmeliarum, Toninia plumbina, Tremella chris­
tiansenii, Unguiculariopsis lettaui, Tremella ramalinae, and Unguiculariopsis thallophila for Greece; Carbonea ag­
gregantula, Carbonea supersparsa, Cercidospora epipolytropa, Echinothecium reticulatum, Endohyalina insularis, 
Lichenoconium pyxidatae, Lichenosticta alcicornaria, Miriquidica invadens, Opegrapha pulvinata, Sclerococcum 
montagnei, and Sphaerellothecium cladoniae for Kosovo; Arthonia apotheciorum, Arthonia caerulescens, Arthonia epi­
physcia, Arthonia protoparmeliopseos, Lichenochora obscuroides, Lichenosticta alcicornaria, Lichenothelia rugosa, 
Miriquidica intrudens, Muellerella erratica, Polycoccum pulvinatum, Skyttea tephromelarum, Sphaerellothecium par­
meliae, Sphinctrina turbinata, Tetramelas pulverulentus, and Unguiculariopsis thallophila for Macedonia; Arthonia 
apotheciorum, Cercidospora macrospora, Dactylospora lobariella, Plectocarpon scrobiculatae, Sclerococcum se­
rusiauxii, Stigmidium gyrophorarum, Tremella phaeophysciae, and Tremella ramalinae for Montenegro; Arthonia 
varians and Muellerella pygmaea for Serbia. Additionally, Arthonia phaeophysciae is reported as new to Slovenia.

Zusammenfassung: Hafellner J. 2018: Nennenswerte Funde von lichenicolen Pilzen von verschiedenen Länderen 
auf der Balkanhalbinsel. – Herzogia 31: 476 – 493.
Sechsundfünfzig Arten von lichenicolen Pilzen – die meisten nicht lichenisiert, ein paar lichenisiert – werden für 
verschiedene Länder Südosteuropas nachgewiesen, darunter 20 Arten, die erstmals für die Balkanhalbinsel gemeldet 
werden. Die Neufunde für die einzelnen Länder sind: Arthonia molendoi und Lichenoconium pyxidatae für Albanien; 
Arthonia varians, Biatoropsis usnearum, Lichenosticta alcicornaria und Tremella hypogymniae für Bosnien und 
Herzegovina; Arthonia molendoi, Endococcus perpusillus, Lichenostigma chlaroterae, Miriquidica intrudens, 
Muellerella pygmaea, Plectocarpon encausticum, Polycoccum pulvinatum und Stigmidium congestum für Bulgarien; 
Abrothallus bertianus, Abrothallus parmeliarum, Lichenoconium usneae und Nesolechia oxyspora für Kroatien; 
Arthonia phaeophysciae, Arthophacopsis parmeliarum, Cercidospora xanthoriae, Heterocephalacria physciacea­
rum, Lichenochora obscuroides, Lichenostigma maureri, Lichenothelia rugosa, Nectriopsis lecanodes, Plectocarpon 
scrobiculatae, Polycoccum pulvinatum, Stigmidium squamariae, Stigmidium xanthoparmeliarum, Toninia plum­
bina, Tremella christiansenii, Unguiculariopsis lettaui, Tremella ramalinae und Unguiculariopsis thallophila für 
Griechenland; Carbonea aggregantula, Carbonea supersparsa, Cercidospora epipolytropa, Echinothecium reticula­
tum, Endohyalina insularis, Lichenoconium pyxidatae, Lichenosticta alcicornaria, Miriquidica invadens, Opegrapha 
pulvinata, Sclerococcum montagnei und Sphaerellothecium cladoniae für Kosovo; Arthonia apotheciorum, Arthonia 
caerulescens, Arthonia epiphyscia, Arthonia protoparmeliopseos, Lichenochora obscuroides, Lichenosticta alcicor­
naria, Lichenothelia rugosa, Miriquidica intrudens, Muellerella erratica, Polycoccum pulvinatum, Skyttea tephro­
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melarum, Sphaerellothecium parmeliae, Sphinctrina turbinata, Tetramelas pulverulentus und Unguiculariopsis thal­
lophila für Mazedonien; Arthonia apotheciorum, Cercidospora macrospora, Dactylospora lobariella, Plectocarpon 
scrobiculatae, Sclerococcum serusiauxii, Stigmidium gyrophorarum, Tremella phaeophysciae und Tremella ramali­
nae für Montenegro; Arthonia varians und Muellerella pygmaea für Serbien. Zusätzlich wird Arthonia phaeophysciae 
erstmals in Slowenien nachgewiesen.
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Introduction

The Balkan Peninsula is a geographically not properly defined term for South-eastern Europe 
(Drace-Francis 2003, Mishova 2012). The name is derived from the Balkan Mountains, 
a mountain range predominantly situated in Bulgaria. The term “Balkan Peninsula” is said 
to date back to the German geographer Johann August Zeune (1778 –1853) who in a geo-
graphical textbook (Zeune 1808) erroneously thought that the Balkan Range reaches from 
the Slovenian Alps to the Black Sea and forms a kind of a backbone for the entire peninsula. 
Etymologically the term “balkan” is of Turkish origin and means “forested mountain range, 
chain of wooded mountains”. The term was later promoted by the German ethnographer 
Felix Kanitz (1829 –1904) namely by a two-volume itinerary entitled “Donau-Bulgarien und 
der Balkan” (Kanitz 1875, 1877) and got herewith also a meaning in the context with cul-
tural history as its extension is more or less congruent with that area in south-eastern Europe 
which after the breakdown of the Roman Empire formed part of the Byzantine Empire. From 
1453 onwards and again for a relatively long period of time it belonged to the Ottoman 
Empire. This historical background had a strong sociocultural impact on the autochthonous 
population.

The delimitation of the peninsula towards the west, south and east is naturally given by various 
parts of the Mediterranean Sea (Adriatic, Ionian, Aegean, and Marmara) and the Black Sea, 
the northern delimitation is less evident. In the classical monograph by Cvijić (1918) a series 
of depressions (of the rivers Isonzo-Vipava-Postojna-Krka-Sava-Danube) is proposed as limit 
in the north. Of these the rivers Danube and Sava are generally accepted, the delimitation in 
the extreme northwest, however, is more disputed. Depending on which of the orographically 
right tributary streams of the Sava – from the north to the south Krka, Kupa or Una – are used 
for a delimitation, Istria and/or northern Dalmatia are either included or excluded. We use here 
the Kupa valley as limit which means that we exclude entire Slovenia and Istria but include on 
the other hand entire Dalmatia but we are aware that this is highly subjective.

With this delimitation the study area is about 500 000 square kilometres large, includes entire 
Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro and Kosovo as well as 
mainland Greece, furthermore parts of Croatia, Romania, Serbia, and Turkey. Islands close to 
the mainland have been considered too (e.g. Dalmatian islands) but not islands in long distance 
from the mainland (e.g. Cyclades).

The relief of the peninsula is strongly divided. In the western part young alpidic predomi-
nantly calcareous mountains dominate the landscape. In the northwest the Dinaric Mountains 
are arranged subparallel to the Adriatic coastline and continue southwards into the Pindos 
Mountains. The mountain systems further to the northeast (Balkan, Pirin, Rila, Rhodopes be-
ing the most prominent) are older and more diverse in rock types. It is there where the highest 
peaks of the entire area are situated but none of them exceeds 3000 m altitude.


