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Pronectria japonica species nova and a key to the lichenicolous 
fungi and lichens growing on Ochrolechia

Mikhail P. Zhurbenko*, Kensuke Tadome & Yoshihito Ohmura

Abstract: Zhurbenko M.P., Tadome K. & Ohmura Y. 2018: Pronectria japonica species nova and a key to the 
lichenicolous fungi and lichens growing on Ochrolechia. – Herzogia 31: 494 –504.
Pronectria japonica growing on an unidentified Ochrolechia species is described as new to science. Dactylospora 
glaucomarioides, D. cf. pertusariicola, Lichenodiplis anomala, L. ochrolechiae, and Sagediopsis campsteriana are 
newly reported for Japan. Pyrenidium actinellum s. l. is for the first time documented on Ochrolechia. A key to the 
known species of lichenicolous fungi and lichens growing on Ochrolechia is presented.

Zusammenfassung: Zhurbenko M.P., Tadome K. & Ohmura Y. 2018: Pronectria japonica species nova sowie ein 
Schlüssel für die lichenicolen Pilze und Flechten auf Ochrolechia. – Herzogia 31: 494 –504.
Pronectria japonica, die auf einer unbestimmten Ochrolechia-Art wächst, wird neu beschrieben. Dactylospora glau-
comarioides, D. cf. pertusariicola, Lichenodiplis anomala, L. ochrolechiae und Sagediopsis campsteriana werden 
für Japan neu gemeldet. Die Gattung Ochrolechia wird erstmals als Wirt für Pyrenidium actinellum s. l. angegeben. 
Ein Bestimmungsschlüssel für alle bekannten lichenicolen Pilze und Flechten, die auf Ochrolechia wachsen, wird 
vorgelegt.
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Introduction
Ochrolechia A.Massal. is a widely distributed lichen genus including about 58 species (Ertz 
et al. 2016), which hosts no less than 41 species of lichenicolous fungi and two species of 
lichenicolous lichens, 15 of which have been reported exclusively or predominantly from this 
genus (see key below). 
The recent synopsis of the lichenicolous fungi from Japan listed 58 non-lichenized taxa of 
these fungi (Zhurbenko et al. 2015), a low figure compared to better studied parts of the 
temperate Northern Hemisphere such as France (546 taxa; Roux et coll. 2017) or Bavaria (372 
taxa; Brackel 2014). It is therefore not surprising that the inspection of lichenicolous fungi 
on Ochrolechia specimens in the herbarium of the National Museum of Nature and Science in 
Tsukuba, Japan (TNS) revealed a number of taxonomic and floristic novelties.
The aims of this paper are 1) to describe a new species of lichenicolous fungi on Ochrolechia, 
2) to present a first identification key to the lichenicolous species dwelling on that host genus, 
and 3) to provide new information on geography, ecology and taxonomy of these fungi.
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