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A new species of Dibaeis from Australia (Tasmania), with notes 
on the family Icmadophilaceae
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Abstract: Kantvilas G. 2018: A new species of Dibaeis from Australia (Tasmania), with notes on the family 
Icmadophilaceae. – Herzogia 31: 562–570.
The new species Dibaeis inundata is described from Tasmania and its relationships with other Australian species 
of the genus are discussed. A key to the four species in Australia is presented. The status of some other species of 
Icmadophilaceae is discussed briefly. It is recommended that the genus Knightiella be reinstated for the Australasian 
species, Icmadophila splachnirima. This genus is also suggested as a placeholder for two other species, and accord-
ingly the new combination Knightiella eucalypti is proposed and the new species K. queenslandica is described, based 
on a collection from Queensland, Australia.

Zusammenfassung: Kantvilas G. 2018: Eine neue Dibaeis Art aus Australien (Tasmanien), mit Anmerkungen zur 
Familie Icmadophilaceae. – Herzogia 31: 562–570.
Dibaeis inundata wird als neue Art aus Tasmanien beschrieben und ihre Beziehung zu anderen australischen Arten 
der Gattung diskutiert. Ein Schlüssel zu den vier in Australien vorkommenden Dibaeis Arten wird präsentiert. Der 
Status einiger anderer Arten der Icmadophilaceae wird kurz besprochen. Die Verwendung des Gattungsnamens 
Knightiella für die australasiatische Art Icmadophila splachnirima wird vorgeschlagen. Diese Gattung dient außer-
dem als Platzhalter für zwei weitere Arten. Die neue Kombination Knightiella eucalypti wird vorgeschlagen und K. 
queenslandica, basierend auf einem Beleg aus Queensland, Australien, wird beschrieben.
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Introduction
The genus Dibaeis was described by Clements (1909) to accommodate the widespread, 
chiefly temperate Northern Hemisphere species D. baeomyces (L.f.) Hertel & Rambold [= D. 
rosea (Pers.) Clem.]. However, this name was not generally taken up (e.g. Zahlbruckner 
1927) and, for the greater part of the 20th century, was subsumed within the genus Baeomyces 
Pers. until it was resurrected by Gierl & Kalb (1993). Further evidence for the distinctiveness 
of Dibaeis, based on a comprehensive assessment of morphology and anatomy, was published 
by Rambold et al. (1993). Subsequent molecular data (e.g. Stenroos & DePriest 1998; 
Platt & Spatafora 1999; Grube & Kantvilas 2006) have confirmed this view. Thus today, 
the notion of Dibaeis as a distinct and well-defined genus within the family Icmadophilaceae 
(order Pertusariales), and thus well separated from Baeomyces (Baeomycetaceae, order 
Baeomycetales) is accepted unequivocally (Stenroos et al. 2002; Jaklitsch et al. 2016).
Dibaeis, and indeed the family Icmadophilaceae (e.g. Siphula, Siphulella, Knightiella), is a 
conspicuous component of the Australian lichen biota (Johnston 2001), especially in cooler, 
moister areas. Thus, the Australasian D. arcuata (Stirt.) Kalb & Gierl is very common on soil 


