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Combined lichenological results of two one day trips to 
Liechtenstein

Josef Hafellner and Pieter P. G. van den Boom

Abstract: Hafellner, J. & Boom, P. P. G. v. d. 2018: Combined lichenological results of two one-day trips to 
Liechtenstein. – Herzogia 31: 931–948.
The lichen flora of Liechtenstein was investigated at five localities along a rough altitudinal transect by the senior 
author and at two lowland localities by the co-author. Altogether 114 lichenized taxa and 22 species of lichenicolous 
fungi have been identified, of which 75 species of lichens, 17 lichenicolous fungi and two non-lichenized ascomycetes 
represent new records for Liechtenstein. The study constitutes apparently the first major contribution to the knowledge 
about diversity of lichenized and lichenicolous fungi in this country and fills at least partly an existing gap in the in-
formation concerning the distribution of lichens in the Alps.

Zusammenfassung: Hafellner, J. & Boom, P. P. G. v. d. 2018: Zusammengefasste lichenologische Ergebnisse von 
zwei eintägigen Exkursionen in Liechtenstein. – Herzogia 31: 931–948.
Die lokale Flechtenflora von Liechtenstein wurde vom Erstautor an fünf Fundpunkten entlang eines gro-
ben Höhentransekts und vom Koautor an zwei Fundpunkten im Tiefland erhoben. Zusammen wurden aus dem 
Sammelmaterial 114 lichenisierte Taxa, 22 Arten lichenicoler Pilze und 2 Arten nicht-lichenisierter Ascomyceten 
identifiziert, von denen 75 Arten von Flechtenpilzen, 17 lichenicole Pilz-Arten and 2 nicht-lichenisierte Ascomyceten 
nach unseren Aufzeichnungen erstmals in Liechtenstein nachgewiesen wurden. Die Studie ist der erste größere Beitrag 
zur Kenntnis der Flechtendiversität in diesem Land und beseitigt zumindest teilweise eine bislang bestehende Lücke 
im Informationsstand zur Flechtenverbreitung im Alpenraum.
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Introduction
From the lichenological point of view, up to now, Liechtenstein is the least well-known coun-
try in Central Europe. Not even one publication dealing with lichen diversity could be traced. 
Only a repeated study of air pollution using lichens as bioindicators performed in the area of 
the capital and a couple of scattered records have been published so far (see below). Although 
a classical multi-volume regional flora mentions the country’s name even in the title, there are 
practically no lichenological data included in these books that refer to Liechtenstein, not even 
for very common species (Dalla Torre & Sarnthein 1905, Magnus 1905). A recently 
completed checklist for the Alps (Nimis et al. 2018) as one on the very important reference 
areas for biodiversity comparisons on a world wide scale, suffered in its early stage from the 
almost complete lack of data for one of the highest level statistical regions in Central Europe 
(country LI, compare Eurostat 2016).
Therefore, prior to the BLAM excursion 2008 in Vorarlberg (Austria), Liechtenstein has been 
visited by the senior author (J. H.) for a one-day excursion. A rough transect was performed in 
order to get an impression on the status of nature and to sample the local lichen flora on vari-


