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New records of species of the lichen genus Solenopsora 
A.Massal. in the Balkan Peninsula and adjacent islands

Zuzana Fačkovcová*, László Lőkös, Edit Farkas & Anna Guttová

Abstract: Fačkovcová, Z., Lőkös, L., Farkas, E. & Guttová, A. 2019. New records of species of the lichen genus 
Solenopsora A.Massal. in the Balkan Peninsula and adjacent islands. – Herzogia 32: 101–110.
We report new records of Solenopsora candicans, S. cesatii, S. grisea, S. marina, S. olivacea subsp. olbiensis and S. 
olivacea subsp. olivacea from calcareous rocks, and S. liparina from ultramafic rocks in the Balkan Peninsula and 
adjacent islands. Their distribution, ecology and key morphological features are discussed. The taxa S. candicans, 
S. cesatii, S. liparina, S. marina and S. olivacea subsp. olbiensis are reported for the first time from Albania, and S. 
cesatii from Bulgaria.

Zusammenfassung: Fačkovcová, Z., Lőkös, L., Farkas, E. & Guttová, A. 2019. Neue Funde von Arten der 
Flechtengattung Solenopsora A.Massal. auf dem Balkan und angrenzenden Inseln. – Herzogia 32: 101–110.
Wir berichten von neuen Funden von Solenopsora candicans, S. cesatii, S. grisea, S. marina, S. olivacea subsp. 
olbiensis und S. olivacea subsp. olivacea auf Kalkfelsen und von S. liparina auf ultramafischen Felsen auf der 
Balkanhalbinsel und angrenzenden Inseln. Ihre Verbreitung, Ökologie und diagnostisch wichtige morphologische 
Merkmale werden diskutiert. Die Taxa S. candicans, S. cesatii, S. liparina, S. marina und S. olivacea subsp. olbiensis 
werden erstmals für Albanien und S. cesatii auch für Bulgarien nachgewiesen.
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Introduction
The Balkan Peninsula is recognised as one of the most important biodiversity hotspots in 
Europe, with a high level of endemism (Eastwood 2004, Hewitt 2011, Kryštufek & Reed 
2004, Olšavská et al. 2016, Stevanović et al. 2007). The factors underlying the biodiversity 
patterns include topographic and climatic heterogeneity, presence of land bridges, and also 
environmental stability promoting the maintenance of biodiversity during Quaternary gla-
cial fluctuations (Bennett et al. 1991, Kryštufek & Reed 2004, Harrison & Noss 2017). 
Among the three main Mediterranean Peninsulas, the Pyrenees and the Alps act as barriers and 
function as biogeographic filters for the biota of the Iberian and Apennine Peninsulas, respec-
tively, while the Balkan Peninsula is fairly open, facilitating a transition of different floral and 
faunal elements (Kryštufek & Reed 2004). The Balkans represent one of the major sources 
for postglacial colonisation of the biota to central and northern Europe (Nieto Feliner 2014). 
Despite extensive recent human impact in the Mediterranean area, the Balkan Peninsula still 
preserves high environmental quality ecosystems and it is therefore of great importance for 
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