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New records of lichens and lichenicolous fungi from the 
Central Caucasus (Russia)

Gennadii Urbanavichus*& Irina Urbanavichene

Abstract: Urbanavichus, G. & Urbanavichene, I. 2019. New records of lichens and lichenicolous fungi from the 
Central Caucasus (Russia). – Herzogia 32: 127–135.
Noteworthy records of 24 species of lichens and lichenicolous fungi from the Central Caucasus are listed; eight 
of them (Buellia tyrolensis, Catillaria atomarioides, Endococcus matzeri, E. verrucosus, Endohyalina insularis, 
Lichenochora physciicola, Peltula obscurans and Polycoccum evae) are reported for the first time for the Caucasus, 
and four of these (Buellia tyrolensis, Endohyalina insularis, Lichenochora physciicola and Polycoccum evae) are new 
to Russia. Short notes on characteristics, ecology and distribution of the species are provided.

Zusammenfassung: Urbanavichus, G. & Urbanavichene, I. 2019. Neue Funde von Flechten und lichenicolen 
Pilzen aus dem Zentralen Kaukasus (Russland). – Herzogia 32: 127–135.
24 bemerkenswerte Funde von Flechten und lichenicolen Pilzen aus dem Zentralen Kaukasus werden mitgeteilt. Acht 
Arten stellen Erstnachweise für den Kaukasus dar: Buellia tyrolensis, Catillaria atomarioides, Endococcus matze-
ri, E. verrucosus, Endohyalina insularis, Lichenochora physciicola, Peltula obscurans und Polycoccum evae. Vier 
Arten (Buellia tyrolensis, Endohyalina insularis, Lichenochora physciicola und Polycoccum evae) sind Neufunde für 
Russland. Die Funde werden hinsichtlich Charakteristika, Ökologie und Verbreitung kurz kommentiert.

Key words: Ascomycetes, biodiversity, distribution, Kabardino-Balkaria.

Introduction
The first list of lichens of the Northern Caucasus had ca. 700 species (Barkhalov 1936). In 
2010, the North Caucasian lichen flora included about 1100 species (Urbanavichus 2010). 
At present, about 2040 species (including allied non-lichenized fungi) are recorded in the 
North Caucasian lichen flora (Urbanavichus 2018). The knowledge of the lichen flora of the 
Northern Caucasus has been improved strongly during the past two decades due to surveys 
of the Teberda State Biosphere Reserve by Blinkova & Urbanavichus (2005), the Bol’šoj 
Thač Nature Park (NW Caucasus) by Otte (2007b, c), the Gunib Plateau (NE Caucasus) 
by Urbanavichus and Ismailov (2013), the Lagonaki Highland and Abrau Peninsula (NW 
Caucasus) by Urbanavichus and Urbanavichene (2014, 2015, 2017a), and the Dagestan 
Republic (NE Caucasus) by Ismailov (2017) and Ismailov et al. (2017a); Zhurbenko (2017) 
published a survey of the North Caucasian lichenicolous fungi. Moreover, c. 40 papers re-
lating to field and taxonomic studies were published (e.g., Eskin et al. 2004, Otte 2005, 
2007a, d, Sohrabi et al. 2007, Otte et al. 2013, Ismailov et al. 2017b, Urbanavichene 
& Urbanavichus 2017b, Vondrák et al. 2017). However, only a few publications (e.g., 
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