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Weissia armata, a rare Mediterranean coastline and central 
Asian species new to North America

Wujisiguleng Herid, Si He & Dong-Ping Zhao*

Abstract: Herid, W., He, S. & Zhao, D.-P. 2019. Weissia armata, a rare Mediterranean coastline and central Asian 
species new to North America. ‒ Herzogia 32: 252–255.
Weissia armata (Pottiaceae) is reported for the first time from North America. A brief description and digital pho-
tographs of the species are provided. The relationships with closely related species within the genus are discussed.

Zusammenfassung: Herid, W., He, S. & Zhao, D.-P. 2019. Weissia armata, eine seltene Art der Mittelmeerküste und 
Zentralasiens neu für Nordamerika. ‒ Herzogia 32: 252–255.
Weissia armata wird erstmalig für Nordamerika angegeben. Neben einer Beschreibung und Illustration der Art werden 
die Beziehungen mit einigen nahe verwandten Arten innerhalb der Gattung diskutiert.
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Introduction
During the course of an ongoing taxonomic study of the family Pottiaceae for Chinese and 
Mongolian species, we had the opportunity to examine the North American specimens of 
Weissia Hedw. deposited at MO. One of the specimens, collected from Arizona and labeled 
as Weissia controversa Hedw., has relatively short lanceolate leaves, obtuse apices, and high 
strongly forked papillae over the median lamina ventral surface and near the costa. All of these 
characters match well with Weissia armata (Thér. & Trab.) Fedosov, but they are very much 
different from those of W. controversa, which typically has narrowly long-lanceolate leaves, 
sharply acute apices, and low bifid papillae on both lamina surfaces. Hence, it is here reported 
W. armata as a new addition to the North American moss flora. The genus Weissia is now rep-
resented in North America by 11 species.

Results
Weissia armata (Thér. & Trab.) Fedosov. Arctoa 20: 192. 2011.  (Fig. 1)

Trichostomum armatum Thér. & Trab., Bull. Soc. Hist. Nat. Afrique N. 22: 160. f. 2. 1931. 
Type: Algeria. Hoggar, O. Haman, 2000 m, Mar. 14, 1928, Maire 31 [lectotype, Herb. Trabut in PC, selected by 
Cano et al. (2000), not seen].
Plants green to brownish green, forming low turf. Stems 0.3 – 0.5 cm in length, often weakly branched. Leaves con-
torted, usually incurved, tubulose when dry, patent or erect spreading when moist, lanceolate or ovate-lanceolate, 
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