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Epipterygium wrightii, a moss species new to China

Yong-Ying Liu*, Xiao-Rui Wang, Zhen Cao & Jian-Cheng Zhao

Abstract: Liu, Y.-Y., Wang, X-R., Cao, Z. & Zhao, J.-C. 2019. Epipterygium wrightii, a moss species new to 
China. – Herzogia 32: 256 –260.
Epipterygium wrightii formerly known only from the West Indies is reported from China. It also represents a new 
record to Eurasia. A brief description, illustrations and the global distributions of the species are provided. The diag-
nostic characters that distinguish it from similar species in the genus are discussed.

Zusammenfassung: Liu, Y.-Y., Wang, X-R., Cao, Z. & Zhao, J.-C. 2019. Epipterygium wrightii, eine neue 
Laubmoosart für China. – Herzogia 32: 256 –260.
Epipterygium wrightii, eine bisher nur von den Westindischen Inseln bekannte Art, wurde in China und damit erstmals 
in Eurasien gefunden. Eine kurze Beschreibung, Abbildungen und die globale Verbreitung der Art werden präsentiert. 
Diagnostisch wichtige Merkmale, anhand derer die Art von ähnlichen Vertretern der Gattung trennbar ist, werden 
diskutiert.
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Introduction
Epipterygium Lindb. is a genus of 12 species (Crosby et al. 1999, Frey et al. 2009, Shaw 
2009). Although often placed in the Bryaceae, it is now positioned in the Mniaceae (Crosby 
et al. 1999, Frey et al. 2009) or Mielichhoferiaceae (Hill et al. 2006, Shaw 2009, Liu 2013, 
Liu et al. 2016). The genus is distinguished from other genera in the family by its complanate 
shoots and dimorphous leaves.
Epipterygium tozeri and E. wrightii were listed by Redfearn & Wu (1986) from China with-
out distributional records. Later Redfearn et al. (1996) reported only E. tozeri from 5 Chinese 
provinces, while Jia & He (2013) reported only E. tozeri from 11 Chinese provinces. The 
Moss Flora of China, Chinese and English versions (Li et al. 2006, Zhang et al. 2007), the 
most authoritative references about the genus Epipterygium in China, listed only E. tozeri from 
5 Chinese provinces. The original report of E. wrightii from China by Redfearn & Wu (1986) 
is a bibliographic error caused by their attributing the type species of Epipterygium (i.e., E. 
wrightii) to the genus in China. At present E. wrightii is known only from the West Indies and 
a historical record from Venezuela that lacks any additional locality information (Shaw 1984). 
Thus, the collection of E. wrightii reported here represents a new addition to the moss flora of 
China and Eurasia.
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