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Entosthodon productus (Bryophyta, Funariaceae), an addition 
to the moss flora of the subantarctic Îles Crozet
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Abstract: Bednarek-Ochyra, H. & Plášek, V. 2019. Entosthodon productus (Bryophyta, Funariaceae), an addition 
to the moss flora of the subantarctic Îles Crozet. ‒ Herzogia 32: 326 −337.
Entosthodon productus, an Australasian species, is recorded for the second time from the Subantarctic. In contrast to 
Marion Island in the Prince Edward Islands archipelago where the species is relatively frequent, only a single speci-
men of E. productus was found on Île de la Possession in the conterminous Îles Crozet archipelago. The island’s plants 
are characterised and illustrated and the geographical distribution of E. productus is reviewed. The present diversity of 
the moss flora of Îles Crozet is briefly summarised.

Zusammenfassung: Bednarek-Ochyra, H. & Plášek, V. 2019. Entosthodon productus (Bryophyta, Funariaceae), 
eine Ergänzung zur Moosflora der subantarktischen Crozet-Inseln. ‒ Herzogia 32: 326 −337.
Entosthodon productus, eine australasiatisch verbreitete Art, wird zum zweiten Mal für die Subantarktis nachgewie-
sen. Im Gegensatz zur Marioninsel im Prince-Edward-Islands-Archipel, wo die Art relativ häufig vorkommt, konnte 
auf der Île de la Possession im angrenzenden Crozetinseln-Archipel nur eine einzelne Probe von E. productus aufge-
funden werden. Die Pflanzen werden morphologisch beschrieben und illustriert und die geographische Verbreitung 
von E. productus wird überprüft. Die aktuelle Diversität der Laubmoosflora der Îles Crozet wird kurz zusammenge-
fasst.
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Introduction
Members of the family Funariaceae are very rare constituents of the moss flora in the austral 
polar regions, in terms of the number of species, frequency and cover. In the Antarctic biome 
no native species of funarialean mosses have been hitherto observed and only once a popula-
tion of the weedy cosmopolitan species Funaria hygrometrica Hedw. was observed on the 
volcanic Deception Island in the South Shetland Islands archipelago in the northern maritime 
Antarctic. A rich population of this species appeared on geothermal ground shortly after the 
1967 eruption of the volcano as a result of rapid colonisation by naturally occurring immigrant 
propagules (Collins 1969). This spontaneous appearance of the species was ephemeral and 
shortly after it appeared, it soon disappeared because this site was apparently destroyed by 
the next 1970 eruption. In subsequent years the species has not been observed again on this 
island (Lewis Smith 1984a, b, 1988, 2005a, b, c). Moreover, F. hygrometrica was recorded 
in Rothera Station on Adelaide Island in the southern maritime Antarctic but it was imported 
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