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New data on the moss genus Stegonia (Bryophyta, Pottiaceae)

María J. Cano

Abstract: Cano, M. J. 2019. New data on the moss genus Stegonia (Bryophyta, Pottiaceae). – Herzogia 32: 338 –343.
Stegonia hyalinotricha is recorded for the first time from South America. The species, until now known only from 
Mexico and the U.S.A. (California), was collected in the Monte Desert of Chubut (Argentina). The species is briefly 
characterized and illustrated. Stegonia mouretti, endemic from Morocco, is placed in synonymy with Pterygoneurum 
ovatum and the name lectotypified. 

Zusammenfassung: Cano, M. J. 2019. Neue Daten zur Moosgattung Stegonia (Bryophyta, Pottiaceae). – Herzogia 
32: 338 –343.
Stegonia hyalinotricha wird zum ersten Mal aus Südamerika nachgewiesen. Die Art, bisher nur aus Mexiko und 
Kalifornien in den USA bekannt, wurde in der Monte-Wüste von Chubut (Argentinien) gesammelt. Sie wird kurz 
charakterisiert und illustriert. Stegonia mouretti, endemisch in Marokko, wird in die Synonymie von Pterygoneurum 
ovatum gestellt und ein Lectotypus ausgewählt.
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Introduction
Stegonia Venturi is a small genus of acrocarpous mosses characterized by tiny, whitish to whit-
ish-green plants, bulbiform in habit, with nearly circular to obovate, deeply concave leaves, 
the upper laminal cells hexagonal to rhomboidal, smooth, hyaline and thick-walled, usually 
bulging ventrally and thicker-walled dorsally in median part, and the costa with one band of 
dorsal stereids and a protuberant layer of superficial cells ventrally. The genus, like Tortula 
Hedw., shows a reduction series in sporophyte characters from capsules exserted and stego-
carpous to immersed and cleistocarpous (Zander 1993). In fact, molecular phylogenetic data 
have suggested a close affinity of Stegonia and other similar genera such as Crossidium Jur. or 
Pterygoneurum Jur. with Tortula (Werner et al. 2002).
Stegonia comprises three species (Zander 1993). Stegonia latifolia, the most widely 
distributed, is a bipolar species. It has a strongly discontinuous, artic-alpine range in the 
Northern Hemisphere and outside of the Holartic is known only from the maritime Antarctic 
(Ochyra & Lewis-Smith 1996, Ochyra et al. 2008). The species usually exhibits stego-
carpous and exserted capsules and muticous leaves, with the costa ending before the apex. 
The specimens with an excurrent costa as a hyaline awn have been commonly treated as an 
infraspecific taxon, with the rank of variety (Crum 1957, Zander 2007, Kou et al. 2015) 
[Stegonia latifolia var. pilifera (Brid.) Broth.], although some authors (Crum & Anderson 
1989, Anderson et al. 1990) referred to it at the species level as Stegonia pilifera (Brid.) 
H.A.Crum & L.E.Anderson.


