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The moss Rhynchostegium rotundifolium (Brachytheciaceae) 
new to Poland

Grzegorz Vončina* & Adam Stebel

Abstract: Vončina, G. & Stebel, A. 2019. The moss Rhynchostegium rotundifolium (Brachytheciaceae) new to 
Poland. – Herzogia 32: 503 –507.
This paper presents the first information about the occurrence of the moss Rhynchostegium rotundifolium in Poland. 
The species was found in a locality situated in the Góry Sowie range (Central Sudetes) in SW Poland. Habitat condi-
tions, threats, and a brief discussion about the newly disvovered locality are given together with information abaut its 
wider distibution.

Zusammenfassung: Vončina, G. & Stebel, A. 2019. Das Laubmoos Rhynchostegium rotundifolium (Brachytheciaceae) 
neu für Polen. – Herzogia 32: 503 –507.
Der Artikel enthält die ersten Informationen über das Vorkommen des Laubmooses Rhynchostegium rotundifolium 
in Polen. Die Art wurde im Gebirge Góry Sowie (Eulengebirge) (Zentrale Sudeten) im südwestlichen Polen gefun-
den. Lebensraumbedingungen, Bedrohungen und eine kurze Diskussion über den neu gefundenen Standort vor dem 
Hintergrund des Verbreitungsgebiets der Art werden vorgestellt.
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Introduction
Rhynchostegium rotundifolium (Brid.) Schimp. is a disjunct Eurasian temperate species hav-
ing maximum occurrence in Europe, with highly isolated stations in the Near East (Turkey, 
Iran), Southern Siberia and Far East (Sakhalin and Japan) in Asia (Dierssen 2001), occur-
ring in many European countries including Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, 
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Montenegro, the Netherlands, 
Romania, European Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine and the United 
Kingdom (Hodgetts 2015). It also grows in Asia in Turkey (Erdağ & Kürschner 2017), Iran 
(Zare et al. 2011), Japan (Noguchi 1991), Asiatic Russia (Pisarenko 2014, Cherdantseva 
et. al. 2018) and the countries of Caucasus like Azerbaijan (Ignatov et al. 2006) and Georgia 
(Ignatov et al. 2006; Doroshina 2012). Despite Rh. rotundifolium having been described 
relatively early (Scopoli 1772, Bridel 1801, Schimper 1852) and ranging over two conti-
nents, the species is reported as very rare everywhere. The occurrence of Rh. rotundifolium in 
Poland was not unexpected owing to its presence in Slovakia close to the Polish-Slovak border 
(Hazslinszky 1885, Chałubiński 1886). Therefore, Szafran (1961) in his ‘Moss flora of 
Poland’ took it into account, placing it in the key for determination of Rhynchostegium species 
and giving its description. However, despite good knowledge of the southern Poland bryoflora, 
this species had not been found before.
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