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Preliminary checklist of the lichens and lichenicolous fungi of 
Martinique, with 144 new records

Luca Borgato*, Alan M. Fryday & Damien Ertz

Abstract: Borgato, L., Fryday, A. M. & Ertz, D. 2020. Preliminary checklist of the lichens and lichenicolous fungi 
of Martinique, with 144 new records. – Herzogia 33: 139 –178.
Martinique is a French island that is part of the Lesser Antilles archipelago in the Caribbean Sea. A preliminary check-
list of the lichens and lichenicolous fungi known from this island is published for the first time. We report 247 lichens 
and four lichenicolous fungi, among which 87 taxa were already recorded in literature reports, whereas 144 additional 
species are here reported for the first time from studies of the collections stored in the herbaria of the Michigan State 
University (MSC) and the Meise Botanic Garden (BR), or from the databases of the herbaria of the Duke (DUKE) and 
Uppsala (UPS) universities. Arthonia arthoniicola is reported for the first time from the Neotropics. An additional 16 
species from the same collections, for which the identification is uncertain, are also mentioned.

Zusammenfassung: Borgato, L., Fryday, A. M. & Ertz, D. 2020. Vorläufige Checkliste der Flechten und licheni-
colen Pilze von Martinique, mit 144 erstmals gemeldeten Arten. – Herzogia 33: 139 –178.
Martinique ist eine französische Insel, die zum Archipel der Kleinen Antillen in der Karibik gehört. Eine vorläufige 
Checkliste der Flechten und lichenicolen Pilze dieser Insel wird hier zum ersten Mal veröffentlicht. Wir melden 247 
Flechten und vier lichenicole Pilze, von denen bereits 87 Taxa in der Literatur erwähnt wurden, während 144 weitere 
Arten hier erstmals durch Untersuchungen der Sammlungen der Herbarien der Michigan State University (MSC) und 
des Botanischen Gartens Meise (BR), oder durch Datenbanken von Herbarien der Duke (DUKE) und Uppsala (UPS) 
Universitäten gemeldet werden. Arthonia arthoniicola wird erstmals aus der Neotropis erwähnt. Weitere 16 Arten aus 
denselben Sammlungen, für die die Identifizierung ungewiss ist, werden ebenfalls gemeldet.
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Introduction
Martinique (Fig. 1) is a French overseas department, situated in the Caribbean Sea (14°36'00 
''N61°5'0.02''W), between the islands of Dominica and Saint-Lucia, about 2600 km east of 
Nicaragua and 420 km north-east of Venezuela. It has a land area of 1128 km², and has maxi-
mum dimensions of 90 km long and 40 km wide. The highest point is the active volcano Mount 
Pelée (1397 m). Martinique is part of the Lesser Antilles arc, at the subduction zone of the 
Atlantic oceanic plate, under the Caribbean plateau, and originated by several events of vol-
canic eruptions and sedimentation (Traineau et al. 1989, Labanieh et al. 2012).
The climate of Martinique is tropical (Ricklefs & Bermingham 2008). The annual average 
temperature is 26° C, with the coldest months being January and February, and the hottest be-
ing August and September. Two seasons can be distinguished during the year: a moist season 
between May and November and a dry season between December and April. The island can 
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