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The bryophyte flora of the island of Kythera, Greece

Tom L. Blockeel

Abstract: Blockeel, T. L. 2020. The bryophyte flora of the island of Kythera, Greece. – Herzogia 33: 225 –239.
A list of bryophytes from the Greek island of Kythera is presented, based on a field survey in March 2019. A total 
of 113 taxa were identified from the collections. Cephaloziella calyculata is reported for the second time in Greece, 
and other notable records include Clevea spathysii, Frullania calcarifera, Bryum cellulare, Campylopus brevipilus, 
Campylostelium pitardii and Entosthodon obtusus. Seventeen taxa are newly reported for the Peloponnese floristic 
region of Greece.

Zusammenfassung: Blockeel, T. L. 2020. Die Bryophytenflora der Insel Kythera, Griechenland. – Herzogia 33: 
225 –239.
Auf der Grundlage einer Geländeerhebung im März 2019 wird eine Liste der Bryophyten der griechischen Insel 
Kythera vorgelegt. Aus den Aufsammlungen wurden insgesamt 113 Sippen identifiziert. Für Cephaloziella calyculata 
handelt es sich um den zweiten Nachweis für Griechenland. Weitere bemerkenswerte Funde sind Clevea spathysii, 
Frullania calcarifera, Bryum cellulare, Campylopus brevipilus, Campylostelium pitardii und Entosthodon obtusus. 
Für die floristische Region Pelopponnes werden siebzehn Sippen zum ersten Mal nachgewiesen.
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Introduction
The island of Kythera (Kithira) lies to the south of Cape Malea in the south-east Peloponnese, 
Greece. Its length on a north-south axis is ca 29 km, and its maximum width ca 18 km. The 
geology of the island is rather complex, but consists largely of calcareous rocks; however 
there is a substantial area of metamorphic phyllite-quartzite bedrock in the north of the island. 
The highest points on the island are formed by hills of hard limestone, reaching 506 m at 
Mermigaris, south of Milopotamos. The island has no forests, but some areas of phrygana and 
maquis occur. Important publications concerning the vascular plants are those by Greuter 
& Rechinger (1967) and Yannitsaros (1998, 2004). Botanically the island is notable as the 
type locality for Tulipa goulimyi Sealy & Turrill, which occurs widely there.
Historically, Kythera was treated as belonging to the Ionian Island group, but this had a po-
litical rather than a geographical basis. It belongs to the Peloponnese floristic region (PE) 
currently used by botanists in Greece (Dimopoulos et al. 2013, Strid & Tan 1997), and it is 
included in the Atlas of the Aegean Flora by Strid (2016).
Bryologically, very little has been published previously for Kythera. Only one recent bryo-
phyte record has been traced by the author, that of Leptodictyum riparium by Yannitsaros 
(1998). Some early collections by the Italian botanist Alexander Mazziari in the 19th century 
were identified by Juratzka (1861) and Gottsche (1861), but these records are of doubt-


