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Two new N-African records in the genus Usnea (Parmeliaceae, 
lichenized Ascomycota) from Kroumiria, NW Tunisia

Ridha El Mokni* & Philippe Clerc

Abstract: El Mokni, R. & Clerc, P. 2020. Two new N-African records in the genus Usnea (Parmeliaceae, lichenized 
Ascomycota) from Kroumiria, NW Tunisia. – Herzogia 33: 257–261.
Usnea articulata and U. esperantiana are reported as new to Tunisia. Our recent discoveries constitute further records 
for the south shore of the Mediterranean. Both records are from mixed oak forests (Quercus canariensis Willd. and Q. 
suber L.) within the Kroumiria region of NW Tunisia.

Zusammenfassung: El Mokni, R. & Clerc, P. 2020. Zwei neue nordafrikanische Nachweise von Vertretern der 
Gattung Usnea (Parmeliaceae, lichenisierte Ascomycota) aus Kroumiria, Nordwest-Tunesien. – Herzogia 33: 257–
261.
Usnea articulata und U. esperantiana werden erstmals für Tunesien dokumentiert. Es sind weitere Nachweise für die 
afrikanische Mittelmeerküste. Beide Nachweise stammen aus gemischten Eichenwäldern (Quercus canariensis Willd. 
und Q. suber L.) in der Region Kroumiria im Nordwesten Tunesiens.
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Introduction
During the last decade, high concern was given to studies of diversity, syntaxonomy and bioin-
dication of lichens within the Kroumiria region of NW Tunisia in N-Africa (see e.g. El Mokni 
et al. 2010, 2011, 2013a, 2013b, 2015, Guttová et al. 2015, Guttová & El Mokni 2019) where 
almost 225 species belonging to 65 genera were reported. Among them, only few species within 
the genus Usnea (Parmeliaceae, Ascomycota) were known. Details of two species scarcely oc-
curring in N-Africa (Usnea esperantiana and U. articulata) and not previously reported from 
Tunisia (Seaward 1996, El Mokni et al. 2015) are provided here for the first time. 

Methods 
Field investigations in oak forests of Kroumiria (a mountain area in the northwest of Tunisia, 
culminating at 1.203 m a.s.l. and characterised by temperate winters and abundant rainfall of 
800 –1500 mm/year) were carried out by the first author between 2004 and 2019. The collected 
Usnea specimens are housed in the Herbarium of the Faculty of Pharmacy of Monastir (Herb. 
Univ. Monastir, Tunisia) and in G. Morphological observations were made using a binocular mag-
nifying glass. All features were examined and measured following Clerc (1984). Identification 
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