
340	 Herzogia 33 (2), 2020: 340 –376

The genus Cladonia from Greece

Ana Rosa Burgaz*, Blanca Gutiérrez-Larruga, Clara Rodríguez-Arribas & 
Raquel Pino-Bodas*

Abstract: Burgaz, A. R., Gutiérrez-Larruga, B., Rodríguez-Arribas, C. & Pino-Bodas, R. 2020. The genus 
Cladonia from Greece. – Herzogia 33: 340 –376.
A study of the Cladoniaceae has been carried out in Greece, based on collections from 223 different localities. Thirty 
four Cladonia species were found, seven of which are new records to Greece, Cladonia conista, C. corsicana, C. 
digitata, C. macrophyllodes, C. peziziformis, C. polycarpoides and C. subturgida. As a result of this study the total 
number of Greek Cladonia species rises to 43. The currently known distribution ranges in Greece as well as informa-
tion about the chemical variability of most of the species are provided. A key to all the Cladonia taxa known from 
Greece is included.

Zusammenfassung: Burgaz, A. R., Gutiérrez-Larruga, B., Rodríguez-Arribas, C. & Pino-Bodas, R. 2020. Die 
Gattung Cladonia in Griechenland. – Herzogia 33: 340 –376.
In Griechenland wurde eine Studie über die Familie der Cladoniaceae durchgeführt, bei der Proben an 223 verschie-
denen Orten gesammelt wurden. Es wurden 34 Cladonia-Arten gefunden, von denen sieben in Griechenland neu 
registriert wurden: Cladonia conista, C. corsicana, C. digitata, C. macrophyllodes, C. peziziformis, C. polycarpoides 
und C. subturgida. Als Ergebnis dieser Studie steigt die Gesamtzahl der griechischen Cladonia-Arten auf 43, die 
bisherigen Kenntnisse über die bekannte Verbreitung der meisten Arten in Griechenland und die Informationen über 
ihre chemische Variabilität konnten erweitert werden. Ein Bestimmungsschlüssel für alle aus Griechenland bekannten 
Taxa der Gattung Cladonia wird vorgelegt.
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Introduction
Greece is the southernmost of the countries of the Balkan Peninsula, with a sharply indented 
coastline and a large number of islands. It is bordered to the east by the Aegean Sea and the 
Turkish coast, to the south by the Mediterranean Sea, and to the west by the Ionian Sea. Most 
of the mainland part of the country is mountainous and rugged. The western side harbours 
two major mountain ranges, part of the Dinaric Alps, running northwest-southeast, with a 
mostly calcareous karstic geology extending towards the Peloponnese. Most of the Greek 
mountains, including Mount Olympus whose summit (Mytikas peak, 2919 m) is the highest 
peak in Greece, belong to these ranges. On the northeast side are the Rhodope Mountains, a 
range composed of metamorphic rocks. The dominant substrate is basic (limestones, karst, 
dolomites, serpentines) thus limiting the presence of many species with acidic preferences.
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