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Acarosporaceae of Belarus

Kerry Knudsen* & Jana Kocourková

Abstract: Knudsen, K. & Kocourková, J. 2020. Acarosporaceae of Belarus. – Herzogia 33: 394 – 406.
Fourteen species of Acarosporaceae are reported for Belarus in the genera Acarospora, Caeruleum, Myriospora, and 
Sarcogyne. The species Acarospora admissa and Acarospora intermedia are revised. Acarospora discreta and A. duri-
etzii are treated as synonyms of A. admissa. Lectotypes are designated for A. admissa and Parmelia squamulosa var. 
discreta. Acarospora admissa is reported as new from Belarus, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, and Poland. Acarospora 
intermedia is reported as new from Belarus, Czech Republic, Italy, and the Russian Federation. Acarospora sibirica 
is reported as new to Europe and not recognized as a synonym of A. impressula. Sarcogyne hypophaeoides is reported 
new for North America (Ontario, Canada) and for Belarus, France, and Italy. 

Zusammenfassung: Knudsen, K. & Kocourková, J. 2020. Acarosporaceae in Belarus. – Herzogia 33: 394 – 406.
Für Belarus werden 14 Arten der Gattungen Acarospora, Caeruleum, Myriospora und Sarcogyne nachgewiesen. 
Die Arten Acarospora admissa und A. intermedia werden revidiert. Acarospora discreta und A. durietzii werden 
als Synonyme von A. admissa angesehen; für sie werden Lectotypen bestimmt. Acarospora sibirica wird erstmals 
für Europa nachgewiesen und nicht als Synonym von A. impressula gewertet. Acarospora admissa wird erstmals 
für Deutschland, Italien, Litauen, Polen und Belarus angegeben, A. intermedia erstmals für Italien, Russland, die 
Tschechische Republik und Belarus. Sarcogyne hypophaeoides wird für Nordamerika (Ontario, Kanada), Frankreich, 
Italien und Belarus nachgewiesen. 
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Introduction
In a provisional checklist of the lichens of Belarus a total of 606 species and five subspecific 
taxa of lichens and allied fungi were documented (Tsurykau 2018). Since the publication of the 
checklist, new species of Xanthoparmelia and Parmelia have been reported from Belarus bring-
ing the total to 614 species (Tsurykau et al. 2018, 2019). Seven species of Acarosporaceae were 
reported in the checklist: Acarospora fuscata (Schrad.) Arnold, A. moenium (Vain.) Räsänen, 
A. oligospora (Nyl.) Arnold, A. veronensis A.Massal., Caeruleum heppii (Nägeli ex Körb.) 
K.Knudsen & Arcadia, Polysporina simplex (Borrer ex Hooker) Vězda, and Sarcogyne regula-
ris Körb. After the publication of the checklist, we examined 97 duplicates of Acarosporaceae 
collections from Belarus. We determined 14 species of Acarosporaceae. As expected, the major-
ity of collections were of the most common Acarospora in Europe, the polymorphic A. fuscata. 
From the checklist, we verified the reports of A. moenium, A. simplex (Borrer ex Hooker) Jatta 
(syn. Polysporina simplex), A. veronensis, C. heppii and S. regularis. We excluded the report of 
A. oligospora from Belarus as a misidentification of A. intermedia H.Magn. which has smaller 
ascospores but the areoles which can look similar in appearance. In this paper we report as 
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