
548 Herzogia 33 (2), 2020: 548–553

Six new records of Pottiaceae (Bryophyta) for Cyprus
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Abstract: Cano, M. J. 2020. Six new records of Pottiaceae (Bryophyta) for Cyprus. – Herzogia 33: 548–553.
Based on recent collections made in Cyprus, six species of Pottiaceae (Didymodon eckeliae, D. sicculus, Pottiopsis 
caespitosa, Tortula acaulon, T. revolvens and T. wilsonii) are newly reported for this country. 

Zusammenfassung: Cano, M. J. 2020. Sechs Neufunde von Pottiaceae (Bryophyta) aus Zypern. – Herzogia 33: 
548–553.
Basierend auf neuzeitlichen Aufsammlungen aus Zypern werden sechs Pottiaceae (Didymodon eckeliae, D. sicculus, 
Pottiopsis caespitosa, Tortula acaulon, T. revolvens und T. wilsonii) zum ersten Mal aus diesem Gebiet gemeldet.
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Introduction
Cyprus is the third largest island in the Mediterranean with an area of approximately 9,251 km2. 
The outstanding physical features of the island can be summarized under four headings 
(Meikle 1977): (1) the coastal belt, usually low and shelving (2) The Kyrenia (or Northern) 
range made of mesozoic calcareous rocks and marbles, with scattered basaltic sills and dykes, 
which runs in an east-west direction with the highest point at 1023 m (3) The Troodos (or 
Southern) Range, mostly made of igneous rocks, with a maximum height of 1998 m and (4) 
The Mesaoria or Central Plains, which lie between the two mountain chains and are mostly 
composed of Neogenic calcareous rocks, with a height of 210 m. 
The climate of Cyprus is relatively mild, with moist winters and hot, dry summers. Seasonal 
variability in precipitation is compounded by variations in annual rainfall, leading occasionally 
to multi-year droughts. The mean annual precipitation for this country is about 480 mm, with 
values as high as 1100 mm in the summit area of the Troodos, about 550 mm in the Kyrenia 
Range, and as low as 300 mm on the Mesaoria Plain (Tsintides et al. 2002). Snow generally 
occurs only at elevations above about 1000 m. The island’s topography similarly affects tem-
peratures, with mean daily values reaching 29 °C in summer along the coasts and on the central 
Mesaoria plain, and cooler daily means of about 22 °C in the mountains (Fall 2012). 
Bryologically, Cyprus is fairly well collected. Following the first list of bryophytes of this coun-
try published by Koppe (1976), the only highlights are the collection published by Blockeel 
(2003), where 24 species of bryophytes were reported as new for the island, the results of 
the collections published by Frahm et al. (2009), and the study of the Troodos Mountains by 
Kaufmann & Berg (2014). According to these last authors, 243 bryophyte species are listed 
for Cyprus, matching well the values for other Mediterranean countries and islands and con-
firming that the Mediterranean floral region is relatively poor in bryophytes. 


