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The first record of Lobaria pulmonaria from Armenia
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Abstract: Gasparyan, A. & Sipman, H. J. M. 2020 The first record of Lobaria pulmonaria from Armenia. – Herzogia 
33: 554 –558.
Lobaria pulmonaria is reported for the first time from Armenia. A single specimen was found on an old Oriental 
Beech tree in Fagus orientalis - Carpinus forest in the Dilijan National Park. Details of the habitat are given, and 
potential threats discussed.

Zusammenfassung: Gasparyan, A. & Sipman, H. J. M. 2020. Der erste Nachweis von Lobaria pulmonaria in 
Armenien. – Herzogia 33: 554 –558.
Lobaria pulmonaria wird zum ersten Mal aus Armenien gemeldet. Ein einzelner Thallus wurde an ei-
ner alten Orientalischen Buche im Fagus orientalis-Carpinus-Wald im Dilijan-Nationalpark gefunden. Eine 
Standortsbeschreibung wird gegeben und die Bedrohung diskutiert.
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Introduction
Recent studies of epiphytic lichens in Armenia have revealed a significant number of new 
records for Armenia (Gasparyan et al., 2014, 2015, 2016, Gasparyan & Sipman 2013, 2016). 
At present, 219 specialized epiphytes and 11 species incidentally occurring on bark are known 
from the country (Gasparyan & Sipman 2016). Here we present an additional species, the re-
markable epiphytic macrolichen Lobaria pulmonaria (L.) Hoffm. This species is well known 
from the Caucasus region, where it is found in the Russian Federation, Georgia, Turkey and 
Azerbaijan, and from the Hyrcanian forests in northern Iran (Barkhalov 1983, GBIF 2020). 
So far no records are known from Armenia. 
Lobaria pulmonaria is among the most well-known lichens, not only because of its large size, 
but also for its association with old-growth forests. It is considered as an indicator of long 
ecological continuity (Carlson & Nilsson 2009, Jüriado & Liira 2009, Nascimbene et al. 
2010, Nadyeina et al. 2014, Stoykov 2015). Meanwhile, the species is declining or extinct in 
large parts of Europe and threatened because of various factors including sulfur dioxide (SO2) 
air pollution, forest management, habitat fragmentation, and climate change (Hawksworth 
et al. 1973, Wirth 1995, Öckinger et al. 2005, Stoykov 2015, Paoli et al. 2019). Lobaria 
pulmonaria is now under protection in some European countries and included in the national 
Red Lists (Scheidegger et al. 2002, Kamelin et al. 2008, Randlane et al. 2008).
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