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Nine Micarea species new to Canada including five species 
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Abstract: Konoreva, L. A., Chesnokov, S. V., Stepanchikova, I. S., Spribille, T., Björk, C. & Williston, P. 2021. 
Nine Micarea species new to Canada including five species new to North America. – Herzogia 34: 18 –37.
Nine species of the genus Micarea are reported for the first time from Canada including five (M. contexta, M. fal-
lax, M. pseudomicrococca, M. pusilla, M. tomentosa) which are new to North America. Most of them are part of the 
Micarea prasina complex. Canadian records of further rare or taxonomically challenging species (M. botryoides, M. 
inopinula, M. prasina s. str.) are revised. The Canadian records are discussed in the context of their wider distribution, 
and differences to related or morphologically similar species are indicated.

Zusammenfassung: Konoreva, L. A., Chesnokov, S. V., Stepanchikova, I. S., Spribille, T., Björk, C. & 
Williston, P. 2021. Nine Micarea species new to Canada including five species new to North America. – Herzogia 
34: 18 –37.
Neun Arten der Gattung Micarea werden erstmals für Kanada gemeldet, davon fünf (M. contexta, M. fallax, M. 
pseudomicrococca, M. pusilla, M. tomentosa) neu für Nordamerika. Die meisten dieser Arten sind Teil des Micarea 
prasina-Komplex. Kanadische Funde weiterer seltener oder taxonomisch problematischer Arten (M. botryoides, M. 
inopinula, M. prasina s. str.) werden revidiert. Die Vorkommen dieser Arten in Kanada werden im Zusammenhang 
ihrer weiteren Verbreitung diskutiert und Unterschiede zu verwandten und morphologisch ähnlichen Arten aufgezeigt.
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Introduction
A significant number of papers have contributed to the knowledge of the distribution of the 
genus Micarea Fr. and related genera in North America (Barton & Lendemer 2014, Coppins 
& May 2001, Coppins & Spribille 2004, Coppins & Tønsberg 2001, Eversman et al. 2002, 
Fryday 2006, 2017, Fryday & Coppins 2007, Launis & Myllys 2014, McCarthy et al. 2015, 
McCune 2017, McCune et al. 2014, Spribille et al. 2010, Tønsberg & Coppins 2000, etc.). 
In the most recent version of the lichen checklist of the Continental United States and Canada 
(Esslinger 2019), a large list of micareoid lichens is presented, including 43 species from the 
genus Micarea and four from the genus Brianaria S.Ekman & M.Svensson. Micarea soral-
ifera Guzow-Krzem. et al., which ist reported by Lenclemer for Indiana (Lendemer 2017), 
ist not listed in Esslinger's checklist. Three additional species are reported as new to North 
America by Spribille et al. (2020). However, Micarea s. lat. still remains insufficiently stud-
ied in North America, given the vast territory and wide variety of habitats. A significant num-
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