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Checklist of the lichens and lichenicolous fungi of Tunisia
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Abstract: Seaward, M. R. D., Khadhri, A. & Amrani, S. 2021. Checklist of the lichens and lichenicolous fungi of 
Tunisia. – Herzogia 34: 400 – 427.
Although lichens have been the subject of renewed interest for many countries worldwide, this has not been the case 
for Tunisia where much of the territory continues to be largely under-explored. In order to promote lichenological 
research in Tunisia, a checklist was published in 1996 together with an historical overview and a bibliography com-
piled from a wide range of published sources. As a result of more recent field and herbarium work, a revised checklist 
containing 644 taxa (628 lichens and 16 lichenicolous and allied fungi) is provided, of which 230 taxa are additional 
to the previous checklist; it also takes into account the large number of changes to the nomenclature in recent years.

Zusammenfassung: Seaward, M. R. D., Khadhri, A. & Amrani, S. 2021. Checklist der Flechten und flechtenbe-
wohnenden Pilze von Tunesien. – Herzogia 34: 400 – 427.
Obwohl die Flechten in vielen Ländern der Welt Gegenstand erneuten Interesses geworden sind, trifft das nicht auf 
Tunesien zu, wo große Gebiete immer noch weitgehend unerforscht sind. Um die Flechtenforschung in Tunesien zu 
stimulieren, wurde im Jahre 1996 eine Checkliste zusammen mit einem historischen Überblick und einer Bibliographie 
publiziert, die aus einer Vielzahl publizierter Quellen kompiliert wurden. Als Ergebnis neuerer Feldarbeiten und 
Herbarstudien wird hier eine revidierte Checkliste vorgelegt, die 644 Taxa (628 Flechten und 16 flechtenbewohnende 
und assoziierte Pilze) enthält, wovon 230 Taxa neu sind im Vergleich zur vorigen Liste. Sie berücksichtigt auch die 
Vielzahl nomenklatorischer Änderungen der letzten Jahre.
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Introduction
Although there is a reasonable number of published papers relating to floristic and phyto-
geographical aspects of the Tunisian flora, this is not the case for its diverse lichen flora. 
According to Werner (1951a), the sporadic collection of lichens in Tunisia has taken place 
since 1640, but the first recorded species are attributable to René Desfontaines in 1783 and 
Jean Louis Kralik in 1854. The first published lists are those of Hue (1897) and Pitard & 
Bouly de Lesdain (1909). The most complete published work can be found in the phytogeo-
graphic interpretation of the Tunisian lichenological flora by Werner (1951a), and the largest 
unpublished list results from the expedition led by Josef Poelt in 1968. Further information 
on the early history of lichen recording in Tunisia is rare (Patouillard 1897, Werner 1951a, 
Faurel et al. 1951), and only 186 species have been published (Werner 1951a, 1951b, 1955a 
1955b).
The published list by Seaward (1996) includes 415 taxa (395 species, 3 subspecies, 13 varie-
ties and 4 forms). Since then, there has been a reasonable number of published studies which 
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