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Flavoparmelia soredians new to Poland
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Abstract: Oset, M. & Otte, V.: Flavoparmelia soredians new to Poland – Herzogia 34: 524 –527.
A total of nearly 700 Flavoparmelia specimens from Poland were checked, complemented by recent field observa-
tions. Among them, nine specimens of F. soredians were revealed. Most of them were found in the last few years, but 
the oldest collections date back to the year 1964. These observations indicate a recent spread which may represent the 
effect of long-term climate change, with a considerable delay in the colonisation process due to persistent air pollution. 

Zusammenfassung: Oset, M. & Otte, V.: Flavoparmelia soredians neu für Polen. – Herzogia 34: 524 –527.
Es wurden fast 700 Flavoparmelia-Belege aus Polen geprüft, ergänzt durch aktuelle Geländebeobachtungen. 
Darunter fanden sich neun Proben von F. soredians, die meisten aus der jüngsten Zeit, aber bis zum Jahre 1964 
zurückreichend. Diese Beobachtungen sprechen für eine Ausbreitung in jüngerer Zeitkönnte, die einen Effekt kli-
matischer Veränderungen eines längeren Zeitraums widerspiegeln könnte, mit einer starken Verzögerung im 
Kolonisierungsprozeß infolge langandauernder Luftverschmutzung. 
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Introduction
It was less than 25 years ago that Flavoparmelia soredians (Nyl.) Hale [as Parmelia s. Nyl.] 
was first reported from Germany; at a site located only a few kilometres from the Netherlands, 
where the species had first been found in 1990 and had then rapidly spread within a few years 
(Spier 1998). It had since colonised other parts of western Germany as well but it was still ex-
tremely rare in the eastern parts of the country (Wirth at al. 2013). More recently, it has been 
observed also at numerous eastern German sites (e.g. Otte et al. 2018), and the last few years 
finally revealed also some dozens of records from the Oberlausitz region, the easternmost part 
of Germany close to the 15th meridian (VO, unpubl.). It was therefore not a surprise to finally 
encounter it also on the Polish site of the border in the same region. More remarkably, a sub-
sequent thorough study of Flavoparmelia specimens collected in Poland revealed that it was 
present here for some decennia already, but was not recognised, being hidden under the label-
ling F. caperata (L.) Hale. Here, we give an overview on what we know on the distribution of 
the species in Poland to date.

Materials and methods
All available material of Flavoparmelia from Poland in the following Polish herbaria was 
studied: KRAM, KRAP, KTC, LOD, OLS, POZ, SLTC, SZUB and UGDA. In total, 658 speci-
mens were examined by the first author. Moreover, our paper includes recent field observa-


